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[FOR ALL WHO ARE INTERESTED IN RAILWAYS 


If you bought this magazine in a bookshop you would 
now realise that the cover price has increased. This was 
mainly due to increased printing costs as a result of an 
increase in the size of the magazine from 28 to 32 pages. 

If you feel the price rise is making the magazine too 
dear, why not subscribe? With a January edition coming 
out again from next year you will only be throwing your 
money away by not becoming a member of the ARHS 
and subscribing. Twelve issues purchased in a shop 
would cost you $19.20 whereas to subscribe, the same 
issues will cost only $14.00 — you virtually get three 
issues free. For this amount, you also get the magazine 
posted to you, so you do not even have to leave home to 
read Australia’s longest running monthly railfan news 
magazine. 

Think about it! 


Front Cover: B78 arrives at Ararat on the Down 
Tues.28.4.81. (Greg King) 


SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR NON-MEMBERS 


Mailed flat, with supplements not provided with across- 
the-counter copies. 


May - April — $17.00 
November - April — $9.00 


All subscriptions expire with the April issue. Write to 
ARHS Membership Officer, Box 5I177AA, GPO 
Melbourne 3001, for subscriptions and details of member- 
ship, monthly meetings and activities. 


Newsrail is published by the Australian Railway Historical 
Society Victorian Division and details Victorian railway hap 
penings and related items. Opinions expressed in Newsrail 
are not necessarily those of ARHS or of its members. 
Material published in Newsrail may be reproduced with 
acknowledgement unless otherwise indicated. All articles and 
illustrations remain the copyright of the author and 
publisher. ISSN 0310-7477. 


Opposite above: A2822 on an Up pickup goods near 
Kilmore East. January 1952. (A Lyell) 


Opposite below: A2844 heads a Down goods at Kilmore 
East in 1938. (John Buckland) 
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Having seen advertisements to the effect that the eventually crossed the railway and breasted Hoddle’s 
ast train on the Yarram-Woodside extension would Range unfolding an extensive panorama across Corner 


run on Monday, 25th May, 1953 and that thereafter 
the line would join the ranks of those ‘‘closed’’, the 
Baron and | had a simultaneous desire that come what 
may, we should duly attend on that historic occasion. 
The project was mentioned to a master process 
engraver, who at once decided to participate to the 
extent of providing transport to and from the field of 
operations. As is the case with most of these dying 
lines in Victoria, there is no ready means of con- 
veyance to and from these ‘‘alternate Mondays’’ and 
‘Thursday after the full moon’’ events. 


And so it was that on a sunny Sunday morning the 
terrible trio set forth in a Hillman Minx en route for 
Dandenong, Korumburra, Yarram and points east. It 
was a lovely day with nothing to be seen upon the rail- 
way; Sunday trains not yet having been restored to the 
“Great Southern Railway’’. 


Korumburra was reached in good time for early 
lunch, so this was preceded by an inspection of the 
remnants of the coal lines, including the other derelict 
Strezlecki (mine) line, which latter had hitherto been 
unseen by me, as well as the Baron. Whilst there is still 
a modest amount of traffic coming off the Coal Creek 
branch (ex Sunbeam Colliery) what is left of the 
former Strezlecki line (Austral Mine Siding) is now 
unused, since that pit was liquidated by Sunbeam. I 
might add that when I was last in this vicinity both pits 
were going full blast, and the Outtrim still ran weekly 
to the end of the line. Now (1953) it only goes to Jum- 
bunna fortnightly and ‘‘when required”’ a little further 
to Jumbunna Coal Co Siding, some distance beyond 
which the rails have been removed to the once-busy 
terminus of Outtrim, now a ghost town. 


I live to regret that although I never did ride a train 
on the Outtrim line (even to Jumbunna) I did, albeit 
illegally, once jump the rattler down to Coal Creek Sid- 
ing and Austral Mine Siding, accompanied by a 
safeworking expert some years before there was any 
Second World War. 


Proceeding on apace through Leongatha (which inci- 
dentally, to my surprise does possess a 70’ turntable 
though no “‘loco’’) and crossing the Tarwin River, we 
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Inlet and the inhospitable looking humps and bumps 
of Wilson’s Promontory. The railway, I may add, takes 
a rather more circuitous course than the highway to 
cross the range at a somewhat lower altitude, but still 
there are 1-in-40 grades abounding in both directions. 


Foster at the foot of the range and Toora are thriving 
farming centres, each with large milk products facto- 
ries, surprisingly enough with railway sidings, unusual 
for Victoria, which regrettably does not go in for such 
things, like they do in NSW. 

We soon passed scenes of neglect and desolation at, 
or rather near Gelliondale, at which some claim (with- 
out very much justification I am informed) there 
should be another Yallourn or Morwell some day. 
Brown coal there is, but it is higher in ash content and 
even damper than the Yallourn-Morwell seams, 
neither of which are in much danger of running out for 
a few thousand years yet! 

Arrived at Welshpool, it was deemed expedient to 
search for traces of the now defunct 2 ft 6 in gauge 
horse tramway which the Victorian Railways once 
operated between this place and the adjacent port. This 


Calrossie 
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/too, I was unfortunately not quick enough to ride upon 

‘before its end in 1941 or thereabouts. 

As it was, we were just in time to see the remaining 
traces as the rails were in process of being taken up by a 
‘contractor. There was no trace of the rollingstock, 
which consisted of a four-wheel dinky with a canvas 
canopy for the passengers and some small 4-wheeled 

trolleys for the freight (if any). According to one noted 

traveller, the ‘passenger car’’ was singularly inadequ- 

ate to cope with South Gippsland’s weather vagaries. 
Next we detoured from Alberton (once a junction, but 
now merely a wayside station, though the signals and 
plunger locking remained) to Port Albert. This line too 
has packed up and was but recently dismantled by the 
simple expedient of attaching an engine to lengths of 
rail and pulling hard! The rails thus salvaged, along 
with any worthwhile sleepers were stacked in conve- 
nient locations for loading by crane. 

The most notable feature of Port Albert was the dis- 
tance from the village of the erstwhile railway ter- 
minus. Anybody but a local would get properly bushed 
in the swamps and tea-tree! 

_ In some contrast to these dilapidated villages, Yar- 
ram, some six miles north of the port to which my 
maternal grandmother once travelled by ketch from 
Melbourne, long before the coming of the railway, is a 
thriving metropolis, though from its situation in the 
middle of flat paddocks, it looks decidely damp — and 
cold. I can vouch for the latter! Yarram is a compara- 
tive newcomer on the railway, which reached it in 
1921. 

After finding refreshment, we had plenty of time to 
catch the Woodside goods which was scheduled for 
6.40 am, not a very attractive hour on any winter’s 
morning, and still less so on this, for to withstand the 
cold (which was intense) we had perforce to consume 
liberal portions of that liquid so beloved of the Banana- 
landers — the Demon Rum. Much badinage and bad 
language (and very little sleep) was the order of the 
night. 

We were a sorry trio who disembarked before dawn 
to survey the scene and make what toilet we could in 
the dark with icy water. Meanwhile 162 which had 
been lit up the night before appeared in the gloom and 
the SM or his offsider came and provided some 
illumination, also selling us transportation. Our 
explanation that we had come to close the line left him 
relatively unmoved! 

It was still as good as dark when 162 whistled out as a 

Bona and cold as charity. Beyond being temporarily 

checked by horses trespassing between Calrossie and 
Won Wron, and cattle doing likewise between Napier 
and Woodside, our passage was uneventful. Z vans, as 
I have remarked previously on numerous occasions, 
are not built for comfort of man or beast. Ever try one 
with a hangover? 

As it was cold and dark little could be seen, but a 
brief description of the line will suffice. In 34 miles is 

~ Devon which is an NC staff-locked loop siding and in 

the 2 miles to Calrossie (another NC joint such as 

- Devon) the Tarra River is crossed, with two further 
small timber bridges in the three miles to Won Wron 
spanning Mac’s and Craig’s Creeks with a bit of a 
bump in between. Most of this country is semi-cleared 

- farmland with the South Gippsland hills rising to the 
north barring further progress, in that direction. 

To Won Wron, which was the temporary terminus 

~ from 1921 till 1923, it’s steady uphill going all the way, 
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but thereafter the grade stiffens to 1 in 52-50 for just 
over a mile through timbered country. After heading 
north to Calrossie, the line swings east to Won Wron 
an NC siding with former crossing loop, and finally 
south-east to Woodside, the terminus. 

In 6 miles is Napier, another NC joint and in another 
3% miles including a sharp descent at 1-in-55 to cross 
Bruthen Creek (though how it got here is hard to say!) 
before Woodside, also NC. As there is certainly 
nothing much in the surrounding bush to support a 
railway, it’s not surprising it’s been a non-paying line, 
but like a lot of ‘‘political railways”’ in Victoria, it was 
probably intended to connect up with Sale when first 
promoted. 

End of steel is 154 miles, 30 chains and 46 links 
from Melbourne and 18 miles from Yarram. 

Owing to the probable total lack of maintenance on 
this track since it was opened, our speed was not 
meteoric, the K being tender first also and Woodside 
was reached at or about 8.00 am by which time the sun 
was shining and the frost was melting. Woodside is 
another of those mysterious Victorian terminals, 
seemingly miles from nowhere out in the bush, though 
there is a village in the vicinity on the highway. 
Facilities are limited to a short platform (without even 
a ‘‘portable’’) goods siding with short spur off the Yar- 
ram end serving the livestock ramps and the whole 
preceded by one of those Victorian oddities a triangular 
‘location board”’ inscribed with the name of the place. 
The points were staff-locked and there was evidence of 
there once having been a No.2 road or loop in addition. 

Our plight and appearance must have been comic, 
for driver Hugh Shearer and fireman Stan Aston of 
Yarram took pity on us and provided a much needed 
stimulant — a billy of tea which soon revived us. The 
guard, incidentally was a Liverpool man, George 
Edwards, who appeared faintly disbelieving of all our 
protestations that we did such idiotic things for fun! 

After breakfast, 162 proceeded to acquire 4 assorted 
I’s and what have you, loaded, if my memory is not at 
fault, with firewood and at 9.00 am we were ready to 
depart with 5/105 tons. 

We soon arrived in Napier and cutting off the 
engine, amassed a further five making our tally 10/225 
tons. Thereafter gaining confidence (and once over the 
summit aided by the general down grade tendency of 
this bush-bound but now unfenced track) we sailed 
along. Even at such a gay gait, I might add that I have 
had many a rougher ride down St Kilda Rd on a cable 
tram! Yarram home was ‘‘off”’ and as we trundled into 
the platform, I gave the SM a wink and handed him 
the peg. We arrived precisely at 10.55 am. 

After photographs had been taken and the engine 
parked, all hands adjourned to a suitable institution 
before reluctanly, our mission accomplished, we bade 
al fellow travellers adieu and turned the car for 

ome. 


Why not subscribe and have Newsrail 
home delivered? 
DETAILS: 


A.R.H.S. Membership Officer, 
Box 5177AA, G.P.O. Melbourne, 3001 
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Peckett 
Preserved 


While everyone waits for broad gauge steam locos to return to service, a small band 
of dedicated workers are returning locos to service on Puffing Billy. 0-4-0 Saddle 
Tank Loco, Peckett, is one of these locos. After many hours of loving restoration it 
was returned to limited service during December 1981. Above we see some final 
adjustment before departure from Menzies Creek on 12.12.81. Below, with a blow 
of the whistle and everyone hanging on, Peckett is off to Emerald on its first trip. 
(Both photos Ken Williams) 


Above: To shunt standard gauge sidings at Wodonga, SRA of 
NSW locos are used. 7320 is seen returning from Uncle Ben’s 


L OCOS siding at Wodonga on Sat.26.3.83. 


Below: 42205 is refuged at Longwood loop with the 11 00 
Down Albury goods as 42214-X51-T411 speeds south 
with the 12 00 Up Albury goods on Fri.25.3.83. (Both photos 


John Dare) 
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Cone T404 and 48115 shunt at the Tocumwal silos during the height of the wheat season. Mon.20.10.80. 
John Dare) 


Opposite: C502 with the 11 20 goods ex Dry Creek arrives at Keith as 833-834 wait with a goods from 
Serviceton Fri.14.1.83. (John Dare) 


Below: AN’s 940 arrives at Mount Gambier and rolls past VicRail’s T386-356. 19.1.83. (L Sutton) 
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Black Thursday, 1983 


aH 
Woe 


saad oot : : 3 
= E23 


RODERICK B SMITH 


iE 


mAuakS r 


H1 departs Spencer St with the 16 20 Down Bacchus Marsh service. Thurs.31.3.83. 
(All photos Roderick B Smith) 


‘Black Thursday’, 31st March, 1983, would be better 
retitled ‘Grey Thursday’. The Easter departure peak is 
essentially the same as any regular Friday. Docking 
and running round manoeuvres were prompt; nearly 
all arrivals were on time; departures were on time or 
trivially late with only two exceptions: the 19 40 
Bairnsdale and 21 15 Traralgon. 

As in 1982, a Friday timetable was used with six 
extra trains: one each to Warrnambool, Dimboola, 
Mildura, Numurkah, Albury and Bairnsdale. Some 
trains were run with double sets. Unlike 1982, when 
there was a full railmotor roster, many commuter 
railmotor services were replaced by buses connecting 
with suburban trains to overcome a railmotor shortage. 
The 1702 Werribee was also replaced by buses to 
release, a carriage set. The 1983 Friday timetable has 
many variations from the 1982 timetable, reflecting 
the increased number of N sets and changed utilisation 
of sets. There have been many rollingstock changes 
through the year: C vans, steel railmotor trailers and 
the cafeteria car have gone; there is only one ‘tradi- 
tional’ CE-AS-BEac-BE set left; PL cars are being rep- 
laced with W cars in Werribee sets; various steel cars 
and a CE van are orange; CD vans from South 
Australia are running in Victoria; various ROA /ndian 
Pacific vehicles appear on the standard guage; /nter- 
capital Daylight has its latest reduced consist; one of 
the Spirit of Progress VFR auxiliary buffet cars has 
returned to broad gauge for conversion to BRS; an air- 
conditioned BE has been converted to AE for Tra- 
ralgon services. As the new-look passenger service is 
still at an interim stage, Easter 1984 will be noticeably 
different again. The pure-blue 5-car set behind a blue 
locomotive on the 17 40 Swan Hill is unlikely to be 
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seen in 1984. We can also expect Werribee electrifica- 
tion and the introduction of loco-hauled Harris trailers 
to have a significant effect next year. 


On the Warrnambool line, the Terang - Warrnam- 
bool section had been reopened about two weeks 
before Easter. The 18 00 service should have had the 
first BRS buffet by Easter, but didn’t. The 19 05 extra 
service was run with an N set, with buffet working. 


On the Serviceton line, the extra service ran to Dim- 
boola this year (only to Horsham in 1982), and was 
run with an N set with working buffet. The Overland 
had nine sleepers, a rare happening, but only one AJ 
and only four economy carriages. Regrettably, the club 
car was marshalled offcentre, with three vehicles ahead 
of it and seven behind. The Overland also had two 
motorail wagons, another rare event, conveying 12 
motor cars. 

On the Mildura line, services were worse than in 
1982. The Vinelander had only four steel sleepers (in 
1982 it had five), and had three motorail wagons. The 
2215 extra had the four wooden airconditioned 
sleepers but had a non-airconditioned sitting section 
and no refreshment vehicles (last year the first-class 
car was airconditioned). It is policy not to use the non- 
airconditioned wooden sleepers to Mildura because of 
inferior quality, but non-airconditioned sitting cars are 
sanctioned. The 22 15 had four motorail wagons con- 
veying 19 motor cars, including two beautifully 
restored 1932 model A Fords. 


On the Swan Hill line there were no extra trains, but | 
the 13 15 and 18 30 Bendigo services ran with double 
sets. The 2045 Bendigo departed only about one- 
quarter full. 
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Three trains in view at 
Kyneton at one time. The 
06 40 Swan Hill - Spencer 
St departs past the DERM 
| waiting for the 10 20 Kyne- 
ton - Spencer St as the 
08 45 Spencer St - Bendigo 
/rolls around the corner. 
| Tues.18.5.82. 


On the Numurkah line, the extra service departed at 
| 1955, well behind the 1855 Seymour (in 1982 the 
extra ran at 19 15, causing the Seymour train to run 15 
| minutes later). The extra was not airconditioned. 

On the Albury line the 19 40 and the 20 40 extras 
were both N sets. These two, and the 12 15 and the 
17 20 were fully booked. Spirit of Progress had the full 
8 sitting cars plus the spare VBK and a second sleeper. 

On the Bairnsdale line, there has been a neat altera- 
tion to the method of supplying an extra train. The 
19 23 arrival from Traralgon at Spencer St, which 
would normally form the 21 15 Traralgon, is turned 

round faster and used to provide a 19 40 Bairnsdale 

extra. The 19 20 arrival from Traralgon at Warragul 
can be brought empty to Spencer St by 20 55 in time to 
| form the 21 15 Traralgon. These arrangements did not 
work as planned for Thursday night. The 16 50 Tra- 
ralgon - Spencer St (ie the 19 23 arrival) lost time at 
Drouin detaching 23BE, which had a hotbox. It would 
still have formed the 19 40 only 20 minutes late, but 
was involved in a level-crossing accident near General 
Motors and did not arrive until 20 39. The spare air- 
conditioned set was shunted from the carriage yard, 
| zig-zag across to platform 8, to form the 19 40; even- 

tually departing at 20 14. The 20 55 empty arrival did 

not arrive until 21 26, and so the 21 15 departed at 
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21 45. This year the 17 50 Flinders St - Warragul was 
not extended to Traralgon. 


Below I have listed all departures and arrivals at 
Spencer St from noon to midnight. All trains are 
quoted from the eastern end. The symbol F is used for 
the few trains which use Flinders St. An x has been 
used for missing information (could readers please fill 
these gaps). Brackets indicate trains replaced by buses, 
and asterisks represent extra services. 


An analysis of the carriage working reveals several 
inefficiencies. Many extra sets were created from spare 
wooden carriages, something which was not supposed 
to happen. Two extra N sets were delivered just before 
Easter and were available for extras as the new roster 
had not been implemented. More annoying was the 
use of non-airconditioned sets to Numurkah and 
Mildura, when one of the N sets from the 16 47 South 
Geelong had been left idle, and airconditioned sets 
were arriving from Albury, Ballarat and Warrnambool 
with no further use for the evening. My thanks to 
David Langley, Bill Maggs and Stephen McLean for 
helping with information used in this compilation. 


Footnote: Correction to Easter 1982 (July 1982 
Newsrail p.143): 18CE in the 10.30 Mildura should 
read 1BCE. 


The 16 52 arrival ex Bacchus Marsh at Spencer St on Thurs.31.3.83. This set formed the 
1715 Sunbury, and later the 2215 Mildura. 
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Above: B67 has a ZLP van in its consist as it arrives Spencer St with the 07 50 ex South 


Geelong. Mon.10.5.82. 


Below: 51AE, ex 51BE, ex 3AE at Spencer St, Sun.20.2.83. The interior has been refurbished in 


its recent conversion. 


AFTERNOON DEPARTURES, Thurs.31.3.83 


1515 Albury, 3: see 20 10 arr. 

12 30 Ballarat, 5: see 16 25 arr. 

12 45 Kyneton, 2: see 16 48 arr. 

12 45 Warragul, 8: see 16 52 arr. 

1255 Shepparton, 3: see 1855 arr. 

1255 Warrnambool, 4: see 21 10 arr. 

13 00 Geelong, 7: see 15 35 arr. 

13 05 Bacchus Marsh, 5: see 15 36 arr. 

13 15 Seymour, 6: see 1700 arr. 

13 45 Bendigo, 2: see 19 15 arr. 

13 45 Traralgon, 8: see 19 23 arr. 

14 00 South Geelong, 7: see 17 02 arr. 

1405 Bacchus Marsh, 5: see 16 52 arr. 

14 45 South Geelong, 7: see 17 25 arr. 

15 00 Kyneton, 6: see 18 37 arr. 

15 05 Werribee, 4: see 16 50 arr. 

15 25 South Geelong, 3: see 18 10 arr. 

(15 30 Werribee, 6): bus ex Newport 

1538 Bacchus Marsh, 2: 33CE-24AE-26BE-33BE-57BE- 
B68, dep. 15 38 (docked and loco on before 15 33) 

15 40 Traralgon, 8: L1173-13CE-51 AE-61BES-79BW-80BW, 
dep. 15 40 (formed by 15 20 arr. from Traralgon, run round 
by 15 33) 

1550 Ballarat, 5: 9ACN-8BN-7BN-B82, dep. 15 50 (docked 
and loco on before 15 33 

(15 58 Sunbury, 6): bus ex St Albans 

16 00 South Geelong, 7: 24CE-13AE-30BE-2BE-36BE-B72, 
dep. 1600 (formed by 15 35 arr. from Geelong) 

1605 Seymour, 3: 7CV-23AE-32AW-34BW-T362, dep. 
16.05 (docked and loco on before 15 33) 

Ae peo 6: 34MT-61RM, dep. 1607 (docked about 
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16 20 Bacchus Marsh, 1: 4CW-3AW-89BPL-44BW-75BPL- 
H1, dep. 16 20 (cars from 15 36 arr. from Bacchus Marsh, loco 
on 15 48) 

16 20 Werribee, 6: 31BW-55RM, dep. 16 21 (docked 16 12) 
1635 Kyneton, 4: 17CW-40AW-38BW-8BW-T351, dep. 
16 35 (docked before 15 33, loco on 15 35) 

(16 35 Werribee, 6): bus ex Newport 

1645 South Geelong, 7: 1SACN-40BRN-13BN-24ACN- 
34BRN-22BN-VLPY110-B74, dep. 1647 (formed by 1605 
arr. from Bendigo, extra set from 1600 arr. from Warrnam- 
bool attached 16 18, loco on 16 28) 

1650 Traralgon, F; L1166-14CW-3AS-17BE-24BE-38BE 
(dep. Spencer St track 8a empty at 16 15) 

1700 Bacchus Marsh, 5: 29BCPL-91BPL-54BPL-73BPL- 
38BPL-T383, dep. 1700 (docked 1609, loco on 16 26) 

17 00 Geelong, 8: 2BCE-5AZ- Taggerty-1BS-59BES-B66, dep. 
1700 (docked 16 26, loco on 16 28) 

(17 02 Werribee, 2): bus ex Newport 

1705 Kyneton, 3: 3BCE-1AS-SOBES-75BW-B78, dep. 17 06 
(cars from 16 25 arr. from Ballarat, loco on 16 24) 

1713 South Geelong, 7: 1OCW-30AE-44BE-16BE-B81, dep. 
1713 (formed by 16 48 arr. from Kyneton) 

1715 Sunbury, 4: CD1-19AE-60BES-45BEL-25BE-T372, 
dep. 16 (cars from 16 52 arr. from Bacchus Marsh, loco on 
16 52 

17 20 Albury, 2: 9CE-3AZ-2MBS-1BZ-31BE-X49, dep. 17 20 
(docked 15 44, loco on 16 45) 

1725 Ballarat, 5: VLPY136-3ACN-2BN-IBN-X38, dep. 
17 25 (formed by 1702 arr. from South Geelong). 

1728 Werribee, 1: 6BCPL-85BPL-84BPL-28BW-B65, dep. 
17 28 (cars from 16 50 arr. from Werribee, loco on 17 10 from 
16 25 arr. from Ballarat) 

1730 Seymour, 6: 9CW-40BW-65BPL-71BW-82BW-T352- 
ee 17 30 (cars from 17 00 arr. from Seymour, locos on 
1713 
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1740 Swan Hill, 3: 1SCE-6AZ-1MBS-5BZ-7BX-X33, dep. 
1740 (cars from 16 20 arr. from Albury, loco on 16 46) 
1745 Kyneton, 1: 4BCE-4AS-22BE-S5BES-T342, dep. 17 45 
‘(loco onto cars in centre track 16 55, dock 17 33) 

1750 Warragul, F: L11xx-CD2-14AS-7BW-35BW-46BEL, 


dep. x (formed by 1652 arr. from Warragul) 


1755 Dimboola, 1: VBPY27-VLPY123-18ACN-38BRN- 


| 17BN-S306-S311, dep. 17 56 (docked before 15 33, locos on 


17 31) 


| (1758 Bacchus Marsh, 5): bus ex Sunshine 
11800 Warrnambool, 4: VBPY52-15CW-8AS-19BE-26BW- 


14BE-B63, dep. 1800 (docked before 15 33, loco on 1654 
from 1652 arr from Bacchus Marsh) 

18 02 Numurkah, 2: VBPY113-27ACN-32BRN-26BN-B80, 
dep. 1803 (formed by 17 25 arr. from South Geelong) 


18 10 Geelong, 7: 33CE-24AE-26BE-33BE-57BE-B68, dep. x 


_ (formed by 17 48 arr. from Bacchus Marsh) 
| (18 12 Werribee, 6): bus ex Newport 


1825 Bairnsdale, 8: LI154-VLPY107-IBCE- 


, 2AZ-MoorabooL2BS-58BE, dep. x (formed by 17 45 arr. from 
| Bairnsdale) 

/ 1830 Bendigo, 4: VLPY117-30ACN-29BRN-28BN-11CE- 
| 2AE-68BWL-20BE-43BW-B79, dep. 18 31 (formed by 18 10 
_arr. from South Geelong) 

| 18 35 Bacchus Marsh, 6: 61RM-31BW, dep 18 35 (formed 


by 1800 and 18 26 arr. from Werribee) 


| 1845 Sydney, 1: Spirit of Progress, PHS2294-NAM2336- 


NAM2375-2VBK-2VFS-6VFK-1 VFX-1 VRS-4VFK-3VFK- 
2VFR-4VBK-5VBK-1VHN-VLPY141-X51, cars 13 14 17 19- 
26, dep. 1846 (docked 17 58) 

18 45 Werribee, 5: 5SRM, dep. 18 46 (formed by 18 26 arr. 
from Werribee) 

1855 Seymour, 6: 33MT-DRC41, dep. 1900 (formed by 
18 37 arr. from Kyneton) 


/*1905 Warrnambool, 3: extra, 45ACN-44BRN-l10BRN- 
_ 10BN-B69, dep. 1905 (docked 1807, loco on x from 1600 
arr. from Warrnambool) 


19 10 Geelong, 7: VBPY54-42ACN-41BRN-14BN-B67, dep. 
19 10 (formed by 18 30 arr. from Horsham) 


_ (4915 Sunbury, 6): bus ex Spencer St 


1930 Ballarat, 6: 24CE-13AE-30BE-2BE-36BE-B76, dep. 
19 30 (cars from 19 00 arr. from South Geelong, loco on 19 04 
from 1855 arr. from Shepparton) 

19 40 Albury, 5: 6(ACN-SBN-4BN-X42, dep. 19 40 (cars from 


1855 arr. from Shepparton, loco on 18 55) 


*19 40 Bairnsdale, 8: extra, L1162-VBPY115-SBCE- 
5AS-Murray-1BG-34BE, dep. 2014 (spare set brought out 
because 19 23 arr. from Traralgon was late, docked 19 56, loco 
on 19 58) 

*19 55 Numurkah, 3: extra, 37CE-4AE-29BE-3BE-X32, dep. 


— 2002 (cars from 19 15 arr. from Bendigo, loco on 19 38) 
2000 Sydney, 1: Southern Aurora, PHN2371-LAN2347- 


NAM 2368-LAN2351-NAM2373-LAN2378-BCS2379- 


~ RMS2359-DAM2333-LAN2344-NAM 2335-LAN2327- 
~ NAM2347-MHN2364-MBY 2593-MBY 2592-X46, dep. 2009 
(docked 19 02) 


20 10 Geelong, 7: 2BCE-SAZ- Taggerty-1BS-S9BES-B66, dep. 

20 10 (formed by 19 40 arr. from Geelong) 

*20 30 Dimboola, 4: extra, ISACN-40BRN-13BN-X39, dep. 

20 30 (cars from 19 21 empty arr. from South Geelong, loco 

on 19 58) 

*20 40 Albury, 6: extra, 21ACN-20BRN-19BN-S303, dep. 

20 40 (docked 19 54, loco on x) 

20 45 Bendigo, 5: 1|OCW-30AE-44BE-16BE-B81, dep. 20 45 

(formed by 1955 arr. from South Geelong) 

2055 Adelaide, 2: Overland, 1CO-6BJ-2RBJ-10BJ-4BJ- 

2AJ-Kuldalai-Nomuldi-Nankuri-Yanni-Tarkinji-Weroni- 

No.1-A llambi-Paiti-Purpawi-2PCO-VMP Y46-AMPY 271B- 

$315-S313, dep. 21 00 (docked 18 17, motorail on 20 25, locos 

on 20 35) 

2100 Seymour, 6: 7CV-23AE-32AW-34BW-T362, dep. x 
(formed by 19 40 arr. from Seymour, docked 20 49) 

2115 Traralgon, 8: L1173-VBPY97-13CE-51AE-61BES- 

7T9BW-80BW, dep. 21 45 (formed by 2055 empty arr. from 

Warragul) 

2120 Mildura, 3: Vinelander, VLPY145-31CE-7AZ-2MRS- 

6BZ-8BS-No.13-No.12-1VAM-No.16-VMAX22-VMAY9- 

VMAY17-T335-X35, dep. 21 20 (sitting cars from 19 15 arr. 

Re a sleeping cars on 20 15, motorail on x, locos on 
1 

(21 25 Sunbury, 5): bus ex St Albans 

21 30 Bacchus Marsh, 4: SCW-28AE-2BW-39BE-8A W-B64, 

dep. x (formed by 20 36 arr. from Geelong) 

2130 Geelong, 7: VBPY114-VBPY116-CD3-4AZ-3MBS- 

7BZ-53BES-X34, dep x (formed by 2010 arr. from Albury) 

*22 15 Mildura, 3: extra, CD1-19AE-60BES-45BEL-25BE- 

No.3-No.2-No.1-No.4-AMNXD3158-VMBX13-VMBXS0- 

VMAY8-X43, dep. 22 15 (docked about 21 30, motorail on 

21 40, loco on 21 46) 

22 30 Geelong, 4: 33CE-24AE-26BE-33BE-57BE-B68, dep. x 
(formed by 2055 empty arr. from Geelong, docked 21 38) 

23 25 Geelong, 3: see 22 13 arr. from Geelong 


AFTERNOON ARRIVALS, Thurs.31.3.83 


12 19 Traralgon, 8 

13 05 Bendigo, 7 

13 33 Ballarat, 7 

13 48 Kyneton, 5 

13 53 Bacchus Marsh, 6 

1455 Shepparton, 5: (forms 1525 South Geelong, after 
attaching second set) 

15 20 Traralgon, 8: 13CE-51AE-61BES-79BW-80BW-L1173, 
arr. x (run round before 15 33 and forms 15 40 Traralgon) 
1535 Geelong, 7: B72-24CE-13AE-30BE-2BE-36BE, arr. 
15 33 (return of 1300 Down, run round and forms 1600 
South Geelong) 

15 36 Bacchus Marsh, 1: T383-4CW-3AW-89BPL-44BW- 
T5BPL, arr. 15 45 (return of 13 05 Down, cars form 16 20 Bac- 
chus Marsh, loco to 1700 Bacchus Marsh) 

(1555 Werribee, 5): bus to Newport 


Seymour, Sun.16.5.82 — showing the section of verandah now removed. 
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1600 Warrnambool, 8: B69-24ACN-34BRN-22BN- 
VLPY110, arr. 16 03 (cars to p7 at 16 15 to form 16 45 South 
a loco to depot at 16 15, returns for 1905 Warrnam- 
bool 

16 05 Bendigo, 7: B61-1SACN-40BRN-13BN, arr. 16 05 (cars 
form 16 45 South Geelong, loco to depot 16 24) 

16 20 Albury, 3: X39-1SCE-6AZ-1MBS-5BZ-7BS, arr. 3 west 
16 28 (cars form 17 40 Swan Hill, loco to depot 17 10, returns 
for 20 30 Dimboola) 

16 25 Ballarat, 3: B65-3BCE-1 AS-50BES-75BW, arr. 3 east 
16 22 (cars form 1705 Kyneton, loco to 17 28 Werribee) 
16 48 Kyneton, 7: B81-10CW-30AE-44BE-16BE, arr 16 48 
(return of 1245 Down, run round 1655 and forms 17 13 
South Geelong) 

1650 Werribee, 1: T328-6BCPL-85BPL-84BPL-28BW, arr. 
16 50 (return of 1505 Down, cars form 17 28 Werribee, loco 
to depot 17 30) 

1652 Bacchus Marsh, 4: B63-CD1-19AE-60BES-45BEL- 
25BE, arr. 16 49 (return of 1405 Down, cars form 17 15 Sun- 
bury, loco to 18 00 Warrnambool) 

16 et Warragul, F: (return of 12 45 Down, forms 17 50 War- 
ragul 

1700 Seymour, 6: T371-9CW-40BW-65BPL-71BW-82BW, 
arr. 1702 (cars form 17 30 Seymour, loco to depot 17 37) 
1702 South Geelong, 5: X38-VLPY136-3ACN-2BN-1BN, 
arr. 17 04 after being held for many minutes (return of 14 00 
Down, run round 17 10 and forms 17 25 Ballarat) 

(17 12 Werribee, 6): bus to Newport 

1725 South Geelong, 2: B80-VBPY113-27ACN-32BRN- 
26BN, arr. 17 23 (return of 1445 Down, run round 17 33 and 
forms 1802 Numurkah) 

1745 Bairnsdale, 8: Gippslander, VLPY107-1BCE- 
2AZ-MoorabooF2BS-S8BE-L1154, arr. 17 44 (run round by 
1805 and forms 18 25 Bairnsdale) 

1748 Bacchus Marsh, 7: B68-33CE-24AE-26BE-33BE- 
S7BE, arr. 17 46 (run round 17 54 and forms 18 10 Geelong) 
(1752 Sunbury, 6): bus to St Albans 

18 00 Werribee, 6: 61RM-34MT, arr. 1755 (return of 16 07 
Down, motor shunts trailer, then attaches to rear of 18 26 arr. 
to form 18 35 Bacchus Marsh) 

1810 South Geelong, 4: B79-VLPY117-30ACN-29BRN- 
28BN-11CE-2AE-68BWL-20BE-43BW, arr. 18 10 (return of 
15 25 Down, run round 18 19 and forms 18 30 Bendigo) 
18 26 Werribee, 5: 55SRM-31BW, arr. 18 24 (return of 16 20 
Down, motor forms 18 45 Werribee, trailer forms 18 35 Bac- 
chus Marsh) 

18 30 Horsham, 7: B67-VBPY54-42ACN-41BRN-I4BN, arr. 
18 24 (run round by 18 46 and forms 19 10 Geelong) 

18 37 Kyneton, 6: DRC41-33MT, arr. 18 38 (return of 15 00 
Down, run round and form 18 55 Seymour) 

(18 47 Werribee, 6): bus to Newport 

1855 Shepparton, 5: B76-6ACN-SBN-4BN, arr. 1849 
(return of 12 55 Down, cars form 19 40 Albury, loco to 19 30 
Ballarat) 

19 00 South Geelong, 6: B72-24CE-13AE-30BE-2BE-36BE, 
arr. 1902 (return of 1600 Down, cars form 19 30 Ballarat, 
loco to depot x) 


19 15 Bendigo, 3: X35-VLPY 145-43 1CE-7AZ-2MRS-6BZ=- 
8BX-37CE-4AE-29BE-3BE, arr. 19 33 (return of 13 45 Down, 
rear set forms 19 55 Numurkah, front set and loco form 21 20 
Mildura) 

(1917 Werribee, 4): bus to Newport 

*1921 South Geelong, 4: extra empty, T340-ISACN- 
40BRN-13BN-24ACN-34BRN-22BRN-VLPY110, arr. 19 12 
(return of 16 47 Down, rear set to depot 19 37, front set forms 
20 40 Albury, loco to depot x) 

1923 Traralgon, 8: 1CW-1S5AS-15BW-32BW-L1155, arr. 
20 39 (return of 13 45 Down, 23BE left at Drouin with hot- 
box, shunt to sidings about 20 45) 

1934 Werribee, 6: B65-6BCPL-85BPL-84BPL-28BW, arr. 
19 35 (return of 17 28 Down, shunt to yard by 19 50) 
1936 Sunbury, 6: T372-CD1-19AE-60BES-45BEL-25BE, 
arr. 19 55 into centre track betwen p2 and p3 (return of 17 15 
Down, cars form 2215 Mildura, loco to depot x) 

19 40 Seymour, 6: T362-7CV-23 AE-32A W-34BW, arr. 20 08 
after being held from 1950 (return of 1605 Down, shunts 
20 12 and later forms 21 00 Seymour) 

19 40 Geelong, 7: B66-2BCE-5AZ- Taggert)-1BS-59BES, arr. 
19 39 (return of 1700 Down, run round 1950 and forms 
20 10 Geelong) 

1955 South Geelong, 5: B81-10CW-30AE-44BE-16BE, arr. 
1945 (return of 1713 Down, run round 2003 and forms 
20 45 Bendigo) 

*2005 Kyneton: extra empty, T351-17CW-40A W-38BW- 
8BW, arr. 20 01 into track 8a (return oif 16 35 Down, cars to 
p7 about 21 35 to form07 00 Geelong Fri., loco to depot x) 
20 10 Albury, 7: X34-VBPY114-VBPY116-CD3-4AZ-3MBS- 
7BZ-53BES, arr. 2015 (return of 1215 Down, run round 
20 32 and forms 21 30 Geelong) 

(20 15 Werribee, 6): bus to Newport 

2020 Sydney, 1: /ntercapital Daylight, 42202-HGM900- 
SFS2275-SFS2286-SFS2266-RS2301-OBS2262-SDS2271- 
MHY 2637, arr. 21 26 (cars to p2 x to form 09 00 Sydney Fri., 
loco to depot x) 

2036 Geelong, 4: B64-SCW-28AE-2BW-39BE-8AW, arr. 
20 23 (return of 1740 Down, run round 2048 and forms 
21 30 Bacchus Marsh) 

20 48 Ballarat, 4: B82-9ACN-8BN-7BN, arr. 2058 in pl 
(return of 1550 Down, shunt by 21 15) 

*2055 Geelong: extra empty, B68-33CE-24AE-26BE-33BE- 
S7BE, arr. x into centre track between p4 and pS (return of 
18 10 Down, forms 22 30 Geelong) 

*2055 Warragul, 8: extra empty, VBPY97-13CE-51AE- 
61BES-79BW-80BW-L1173, arr. 21 26 (extension of 18 30 
Traralgon-Warragul, return of 15 40 Down, run round x and 
forms 21 15 Traralgon) 

(21 00 Sunbury, 5): bus to Spencer St 

2110 Warrnambool, 5: B70-33ACN-31BRN-25BN, arr. 
21 40 (return of 12 55 Down, loco to depot 21 41) 

(21 20 Bacchus Marsh, 6): bus to Sunshine 

22 13 Geelong, 3: see 1910 Down 

22 28 Seymour, 6: see 18 55 Down 

22 30 Werribee, 6: see 1845 Down 

(23 00 Sunbury, 5): bus to St Albans. 


The Gippslander without buffet. Sat.15.5.82. 
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General News 


More staff paying off: The cost of employing an extra 
240 VicRail staff to man all metropolitan stations has 
been met by the increase in ticket sales revenue, the 
Minister of Transport said recently. Early indications 
were that the increased wages cost of about $4 million 
per annum were virtually cancelled out by an approxi- 
mate six percent increase in revenue. In fact, some sta- 
tions received a significant increase in revenue. A few 
almost doubled their takings for the week. For exam- 
ple, at Hartwell weekly revenue went from $800 to 
$1,500. 


Better passenger facilities: As part of its general 
upgrading in country passenger services, VicRail has 
plans to improve the facilities available at some of the 
most heavily used stations. Whilst a complete new sta- 
tion will be erected at South Geelong the following sta- 
tions will have extensive facelifts: Geelong, Colac, 
Camperdown, Terang, Warrnambool, Dimboola, 
Horsham, Stawell, Ararat, Ballarat, Bacchus Marsh, 
Bendigo, Kerang, Castlemaine, Kyneton, Cobram, 
Shepparton, Numurkah, Benalla, Wangaratta, 
Wodonga, Warragul, Morwell, Traralgon, Bairnsdale, 
Swan Hill, Seymour. 

Tenders: VicRail recently called tenders for the 
installation and commissioning of an automatic PABX 
telephone switchboard at Seymour, Ararat and 
Ballarat. Tenders were recently called for the purchase 
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and removal of all unserviceable sleepers from the rail- 
way between Korong Vale and Barraport stations, a 
distance of about 26 miles. 


New suburban colour scheme: With the introduction 
of the MTA on Ist July, the Government recently 
announced that trains, trams and buses (both private 
and Government) will progressively be painted green 
and gold. The green, called Olympic green, is a colour 
that had been popular in a marketing survey and will fit 
the new MTA logo very well. 

The MTA chief executive, Mr Lynn Strouse, said it 
had been decided to unite all Melbourne public 
transport under the same livery, ticketing system and 
uniform code. A new uniform for MTA workers would 
be designed soon, and probably tram conductors and 
station staff would be the first to receive the new 
uniform, which could be ready by July. Mr Strouse said 
although it would be impossible to have all vehicles 
repainted by July, he hoped several would have the 
new colours when the authority took over. Some of the 
old blue Harris trains which have been refurbished will 
reappear in green and gold in July. Private buses, 
which have always carried their company’s colors will 
be repainted gradually. 

It is interesting to record here that the Government 
is also looking at introducing a new fare structure on a 
system wide basis, based on a time system, probably 


56RM leaves Spencer St with the 18 45 Down Werribee as X51 follows close behind with the Down Spirit of 
Progress on Tues.9.11.82. (John Dare) 


143 


NEWSRAIL 


ane 
fe wR 
cf 3 


| 


JUNE 1983 145 


similar to the neighbourhood system introduced in the 
Caulfield/Sandringham area recently which allows two 
hours travel for 60 cents. Let us hope that this new 
system, which is scheduled to be introduced in Decem- 
ber, will be in addition to the popular Travelcard. No 
other ticket has encouraged more travel by public 
transport than this multi mode ticket. There is no 
doubt that this ticket has been a real winner and helped 
to increase patronage on public transport. Any attempt 
to withdraw this convenient and simple to use ticket 
should be resisted vigorously. (Age, TTA) 


Royal Train test run: On Fri.11.3.83, the Royal Train 
was scheduled to make a test run behind an X class 
loco from Spencer St to Geelong and return. Instead, 
two streamlined S class locos hauled the special consist 
of 6AZ, Norman, and No. 4 State Car all recently 
painted and looking most regal in the VR’s true colors, 
royal blue and gold. The former blue exterior partition 
wall of No.4 between the interior and rear observation 
platform had been repainted white to improve 
visability of the Royal couple to the lineside public. 

Invited media guests on the shake-down trip left no 
stone unturned in their efforts to find fault with the 71 
year old clerestory roofed wooden body No.4 State Car 
built at Newport Workshops in 1912. TV cameras pried 
into the Royal Loo to reveal a lack of water at the silver 
plumbing — ‘‘What, no Royal flush!’ Irreverent com- 
mentators referring to No.4 as an ‘‘old blue rattler” 
and anticipating a rough ride at 70 mph looked some- 
what foolish as they pounced on an unsuspecting VR 
engineer crouched on the carriage floor reading a 
highly sophisticated ride quality recorder which showed 
that the veteran performed just as smoothly as the 
much younger 6AZ and Norman. No.4’s original six 
wheel bogies were replaced with new four wheel bogies 
of similar type to those used under airconditioned 
passenger stock when refurbished for the extensive 
1954 Royal Tour. One overhead camera showed that 
while the sides of 6AZ looked immaculate the top of 
the roof had not been finished off during the repaint. 

As the scheduled 12 15 return arrival to No.1 plat- 
form approached two country trains were firmly in 
residence creating speculation as to where the prestige 
special would dock. Some 65 minutes later the double- 
headed three car train slinked into another platform 
having been delayed by signal and points failures. Later 
in the afternoon the twin Ss took the train back to 
Newport workshops where all the ‘‘bugs’’ were 
removed and 6AZ exchanged for 8AZ prior to the 
actual Royal Tour to Ballarat. 

On Fri.15.4 the Royal train was hauled to Ballarat by 
two resplendent S class units with a further S class unit 
acting as pilot loco. The train returned empty cars with 
the three S class units up front as Prince Charles and 
Lady Diana went from Ballarat to Bendigo by car, their 
special plane being failed by a defect. (POT) 


Suburban overhead to be upgraded: Melbourne’s 
extensive electric suburban network faces a major 
upgrading with the calling of a pre-registration of ten- 
ders by VicRail for likely contractors to completely 
rehabilitate the overhead. The wiring, much of which 
is over 60 years old has not seen a major upgrading and 


Centre pages: C510 and B67 wait to be serviced at 
South Dynon on 13.4.82. (Stephan Palmer) 
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the job will be a huge task. It is estimated that some- 
thing like 630 track kilometres of 1500 volt DC wiring 
needs attention. The contract will include the replace- 
ment of most of the major components of the system, 
including insulators, droppers, assemblies but will not 
include renewal of supporting structures or conductors 
(except in special cases). It is estimated that the work 
will take over 2'4 years to complete with VicRail sup- 
plying most of the design work and components for the | 
first phase of the project. 


Webb Dock line: The long awaited Webb Dock line 
reached a step nearer to reality recently when the Rail- 
way Construction and Property Board invited tenders 
for the “‘registration of interest”’ for the civil engineer- 
ing works. The work will involve the construction of 
deep foundations with piles to support a track and rail- 
way bridge comprising three main spans of about 33 
metres each crossing the Yarra river near the present 
‘Charles Grimes’ road bridge, South Melbourne. 


Old Tait cars find a home: The ornate interior of Tait 
cars so impressed Mr John Knorr of Emerald that he 
decided to convert several old cars into a restaurant. 
The restaurant in Monbulk Rd, Emerald has been 
appropriately named the ‘‘Choo Choo’’. 


Portland line: As mentioned in last month’s Newsrail 
this line is on the list to be upgraded. Recently the 
Minister of Transport announced that the line would 
receive a $12.5 million facelift. The works would allow 
the operation of trains with up to 50 bogie hopper 
wagons with a gross weight of about 3800 tonnes. 
There will be new and lengthened crossing loops with a 
standing room of 815 metres. The first stage of the 
work will be the regrading of track, strengthening of 
bridges and welding of rails in continuous lengths. 
Regrading of the track will permit an increase in single 
loco loads from 1400 tonnes to 1800 tonnes. It will also 
mean that C classes will be permitted to operate on the 
line. The lines capacity will increase from the possible 
24 trains a day to 38. The line reconstruction will be 
phase one of the project whilst the second phase will 
see CTC signalling introduced. The whole project will 
take about 2 years. 


Study on Balmoral line: The controversial closed 
Balmoral line is still receiving attention. The State 
Government is to investigate the line’s potential and 
ascertain whether the line could serve a real purpose if 
it was upgraded and reopened. 


: : 
Do you find you have nothing to do on Tuesday 
nights? Why not visit the ARHS Archives on the 
Down platform at Windsor from 8.00 pm. See you 
there! 


A.R.H.S. RAILWAY MUSEUM 


Open Sat. - Sun. and public holidays 2 - 5 pm 
Mid-week visits by arrangement: Tel. 596 3249 


Miniature Live Steam rides: 
4th Sunday of month — Feb. - Nov. 


CHAMPION ROAD, NORTH WILLIAMSTOWN | 
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Traffic 


SERVICETON LINE & BRANCHES 


Ballarat station to get facelift: The Ministry of 
Transport recently announced that it intended to 
embark on a full scale restoration of the Ballarat sta- 
tion. The station, built in 1889 was badly damaged by a 
fire in the early hours of Sun.13.12.81. Plans have now 
been drawn up and tenders have been called for 
restoration work. There will even be a clock planned 
for the station’s tower. A clock was planned for the 
original tower but was never installed. The proposed 
works will also mean an upgrading in passenger 
facilities by the provision of airconditioned and heated 
waiting rooms, modern booking facilities, new toilets 
and staff amenities. Whilst the plans call for modern 
facilities, the exterior appearance of the station will still 
retain its historical and architectural features as Ballarat 
station is one of Victoria’s finest examples of a grand 
nineteenth century railway stations. 


Wimmera rail lines to be upgraded: VicRail plans to 
‘restore several rail lines in the Wimmera. Both the 
| Horsham - Carpolac and Murtoa - Patchewollock lines 
will be maintained to retain existing line speeds, with 
|certain sections of the lines being restored. VicRail 
‘plans to restore the East Natimuk - Carpolac line to 
enable goods trains to travel at 30 km/h. The Horsham 
- East Natimuk line has been tentatively listed for 
| future re-railing using heavy reclaimed rail from main 
‘lines, but no date has been set for the work. 


VicRail hopes to restore the Warracknabeal - Hope- 
/toun line to allow goods trains to travel at 55 km/h, 
}and the Hopetoun - Patchewollock line to allow trains 
to travel at 30 km/h. VicRail workers replaced 950 
sleepers on the latter line after fire damaged it late last 
/year. The line is also subject to sand drift and two to 
‘three days’ work is needed to clear the track before a 
‘train can go through. (PM) 


BENDIGO LINE & BRANCHES 


Inglewood water tank: The former cast iron water 
tank at Inglewood now provides water storage to the 
small town of Jarklin 60 km north of Bendigo on the 
Loddon Valley Hwy to Kerang. Considerable extra 
costs were involved when it was found that the original 
hollow cast iron supports had rusted through 
‘necessitating replacement with steel beams. (POT) 


Echuca sightings: 

Tues.5.4: Locos Y162, 150, 163 and T373 in the yard 
at various times. 

Thurs.7.4: Locos Y150, 165, 162, all radio equipped 
left on a Up goods with 10 GHs, 6GYs, 2 VTQYs, 
VOBX, VLCX, G, 46 containers and a CP van. 

Mon.11.4: Locos Y162, Y163, left on an Up goods 
with 31 GYs, VOCX, VTQY, VLCX, VBAX, 

~  VBAY and ZF van. 

Wed.13.4: Locos Y150, 163, 165 left on an Up goods at 

1730 with GHs, 2 VTQAs, VTQX, VTQY, G, 
VOCX, VBAY, VLCX and many containers. 

-Thurs.14.4: Locos Y163, 165, 144 left on an Up goods 
at 17 15. 
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Fri.15.4: Locos Y163, 139, 144 left on an Up goods at 
17 25 with 2 vans, U, 6 GYs, 4 VTQYs, VLCX, 
VOCX, G, VOWA, G, 46 containers and CP van. 


Free train rides: Residents of Kyneton, Woodend, 
Macedon and Gisborne were given free rides in a N car 
set on Sun.1.4. This publicity of its services has 
become popular both with VicRail and the potential 
riders just prior to introducing new services on the line. 
This occasion was celebrating the introduction of a N 
set to local Kyneton services. The new service will 
cover the 0545 and 06 40 trip from Kyneton and 
return in the evening as the 17 05 and the 17 45 Down 
services from Melbourne. 


Koondrook controversy: Following the cessation of 
railcar services between Kerang and Koondrook in 
December 1976 the Shire of Kerang, which originally 
built the line in 1889, made representations to the Vic- 
torian Railways for the ornate historic passenger sta- 
tion to be made available for preservation. Koondrook 
is unique in that it is the only town to have a station 
situated in a street whereas at Wycheproof only the 
track is in the street. In 1978 the Kerang & Koondrook 
Tramway Association recommended to the Shire that a 
replica of The Tram be built and placed on static dis- 
play at the station. A ZL van, QR open wagon and two 
sheep wagons were subsequently obtained for this pur- 
pose and stored at Koondrook and Barham. The sta- 
tion received a National Trust classification with the 
comment: “‘It is uniquely situated in the centre of the 
township’s shopping street and its pavilion design is 
unusual, incorporating horizontal corrugated wall lin- 
ings’. 

Late last year a local service club asked the Council 
to move the station and place it with the replica Tram 
at a nearby tourist park on the banks of the Murray 
River. Proponents of the move suggested that children 
running across the street to the station in its original 
position would be likely to become motor accident 
Statistics while those in favour of leaving the structure 
where it is argued that the same children might well be 
drowned in the Murray River. The K&KTA submitted 
that the whole idea of preserving the station and pro- 
viding a Tram replica was to re-create the previous 
historic street-scape Koondrook is noted for — that is 
the station with the Tram seemingly departing down 
the centre of the street towards Kerang. The Shire 
referred the matter to the National Trust for adjudica- 
tion. In the March 1 issue of the Northern Times it was 
reported that a petition circulating throughout 
Koondrook was six to one in favour of the station 
remaining at the original site in the street. A local ward 
councillor was quoted as saying ‘“‘I am not game 
enough to suggest anything’. (POT) 


ALBURY LINE & BRANCHES 


Indian Pacific car powers Aurora: The Railways of 
Australia power van, HGM205, usually assigned to the 
Indian Pacific was noted at the end of the Southern 
Auroraat Spencer St on Fri.1.4. The consist of the train 
was, Locos 42215 and X45, MGY2591, MBY2595, 
MHN2866, NAM2332, LAN2354, DAM2334, 
RMS2358, BCX2357, LAN2376, NAM2353 and 
HGM205. (HW) 
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T347 heads an Up Frank- 
ston goods through Park- 
dale on Wed.18.5.83. (Gavin 
McLaughlin) 


Bright line sightings: Things have been pretty quiet 

on this line for a few months and no train ran between 

24.11.82 and 1.3.83. However on Wed.2.3 trains were 

again sighted on the line, mainly to bring fertiliser to 

the local farmers. 

Wed.2.3: Loco Y149 with a VOWA, GY, CP4. 

Mon.28.3: Loco Y170 with VOWA, 7GYs and CP7. 

Wed.6.4: Loco T382, 1OGY and CA9. 

Wed.13.4: Loco Y168, Y132 with 16 GYs and ZLP2S. 

Mon.18.4: Loco Y169 with 18 GYs and van CP38. 

Thurs.21.4: Loco T327 with wagons, G, 2 ALGX, 2 
VLCX, VLEX, ABFX, 6 GY, ZF45 ran to 
Porepunkah and return. First train beyond 
Myrtleford since October 1982. 

Tues.26.4: T335 with GY, VOWA, 3 VLEX, ABFX, 
ZBI. 

Thurs.28.4: T339 with ALFY, 2 GY, 2 ALPY, ABFX, 
2 ALFY, ALGX, ALEX, ABFX, CP36. This train 
conveyed first tobacco loading for the season. 

Mon.2.5: T332 with 5 GY, VLEX, ABFX, ALFY, 2 
ALPY, van CA13. (IM) 


C501-T326-T412 have just 
arrived in the arrival yard as 
T371 heads for Newmarket 
with a rake of stock trucks. 
Wed.18.5.83. (Gavin 
McLaughlin) 
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New Tocumwal oil depot: The first stage of a new 
Mobil Oil depot opened at Tocumwal, NSW on 27.4. 
The fuel is stored in formerly disused large under- 
ground tanks left over from the Second World War. 
However the company has also built some additional 
storages and a shed to house a foam sprayer. One of 
the older tanks is filled with water to use as a fire fight- 
ing tender. The full realisation of the depot depends a 
great deal on the future of the Tocumwal rail/road 
bridge as the present bridge is unable to accept full rail 
tank wagon loads of fuel as this would exceed its carry- 
ing capacity. The full reconstruction of the bridge is 
something that has been talked about for years but 
finance is believed to be a problem and both States are 
looking for the Federal Government to pay for the 
reconstruction. The possible standardisation of the line 
is another event that will be watched carefully although 
the present Federal Government has not yet given any 
views on its firm policy towards this idea which is 
apparently supported by local farmers, particularly as 
wheat from the Riverina area of NSW is now railed to 
Geelong and has to be transhipped at Tocumwal. (FS) 


| 


Rollingstock 


B6O is stripped at Newport Workshops ready for despatch to Adelaide for a rebuild. (VicRail) 


SCRAPPINGS 


Several pieces of historic rollingstock were scrapped 
at Newport Workshops during February. 


23AV: Country screw coupled, bogie, side corridor 
first class carriage built at Newport Workshops in 1899 
together with companion car 32AV with end-saloons 
each side of two central compartments were the ullti- 
mate in luxury when they displaced spartan non-cor- 
ridor fixed wheel stock on the Sydney Express. Follow- 
ing the introduction of AE, BE and Murray and Yarra 
parlor cars in 1906 the ‘‘V”’ stock continued in country 
traffic until the early 1960s when 23AV and 32AV 
were regularly used on Leongatha weekend trains. 
With the introduction of the Vintage Train in 1966 the 
pair proved popular attractions. When a reduced num- 
ber of ‘“‘V”’ cars were being selected for restoration in 
1973 32AV was approved and 23AV discarded due to 
costly repairs required to the rotted floor. During the 
next decade 23AV together with a number of other 
historic rollingstock deteriorated beyond redemption 
due to open storage and vandalism. 23AV seated 30 
passengers. 


35AV: Country screw coupled, bogie, side corridor 
first class carriage seated 32 passengers in six compart- 
ments. After withdrawal from regular service it 
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received limited use on the Vintage Train prior to 1973 
since when it was stored and utilised as a source of 
spare parts. 


15BC: Country screw coupled, bogie, non-corridor 
compartment ‘‘dogbox’”’ car-van seated 70 second class 
passengers in 7 compartments. Built in 1890 it con- 
tinued in regular service until becoming part of the 
Vintage Train consist in 1966. As such it was the last 
VR rollingstock to use Pintch gas lighting. Following 
an abortive attempt at restoration 15BC was stored at 
Newport in 1973. Thus over the next decade this 
historic passenger vehicle which had originally tradi- 
tionally been as important at the rear of the Vintage 
Train as the engine at the front was allowed to fade into 
oblivion. 


9YZ: Country, screw coupled, six wheeled non-cor- 
ridor second class car-van comprising two saloons 
separated by low level partitions and accommodating 
24 passengers was originally one of six BD class vehi- 
cles built under contract between 1881-82 by Yarra 
Bank Works. After World War 2 it was withdrawn 
from regular passenger traffic to become part of the 
Benalla breakdown train consist. Subsequently 9YZ 
with its light steel frame minus wheels was sold and 
removed to a district farm. In 1974 a new farm owner 
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donated 9YZ to the ARHS Railway Museum and paid 
for its transfer by road to the former Newport Oil Store 
Sidings. Here it was placed on the underframe of 29Z 
the former Seymour breakdown van, the body of 
which had been damaged when floods swept it out of 
the Loco Depot in February 1973. The frame of 29Z 
which has large type wheels similar to those under the 
Veteran Train six wheel stock has been retained by 
Steamrail for use as a shunting match-truck. All the 
abovementioned rollingstock was scrapped when 
crushed by a bulldozer and buried at Newport 
Workshops. (POT) 


GENERAL 


The Tait car numbers game: Re-numbering of Taits 
appears to be with us again. On 26.4.83 Tait motor 
1392M was seen in the consist of a Down empty cars at 
Watsonia. The next day 1388M and 1380M were seen 
in a six car set at Flinders St. These cars were, respec- 
tively, 392M, 388M and 380M. It would seem to be a 
far better way to renumber, particularly for something 
with a limited life. (PJS) 


Loco E1102: The first of 10 electric locomotives built 
in 1928 was withdrawn from service on 31.3.83. The 
class leader was towed to Newport Workshops the 
same day for transfer to the Steamrail Depot for 
storage pending eventual placement at the ARHS Rail- 
way Museum. That left only two Es in service. 


Historic tender: The only known surviving A2 or Dd 
old type tender with curved lipped side tops has resided! 
for the past 40 years adjacent to a brick former coach 
house just beyond the 9 mile post north of Bendigo on. 
the Loddon Valley Hwy to Kerang. Some of the 
original ornate lining and paint work is visible. (POT) 


F class units: The following status of English Electric 
F class units was compiled at the end of April 1983. 


Orig. Exist. DateNo. Build. Datein Location 
No. No. Changed No. Service As at 30.4.83 
310 201) =«-26.5.58 1754 = 18.11.51 =AtSouth Dynon. 
311 202 8.5.58 1755 6.9.51 At Newportas pilot. | 
312,203) :18.5.58 1756 23.11.51 Scrapped 1982. 
313. 204 -18.5.58 =1757 31.10.51 = Scrapped 2.6.82. 
314 205 = -25.5.58 1758 3.10.51 Scrapped 1982. 
315 206-—-18.5.58 1759 23.9.51 Scrapped 13.7.81. 
316 207 = 1760 ~=°7.10.51 = Scrapped. | 
317 208 8.5.58 1761 2.12.51 AtSouth Dynon — | 
repairs. | 
318 209 8.5.58 1762 27.11.51 Scrapped 2.6.82. 
319 210—-18.5.58 =1763 16.11.51 Scrapped 17.6.81. 
SEC] 215 29.35.71 1806 29.5.71 At Dynon — to be 
scrapped. 
SEC2 216 = 29.5.7] 1807 29.5.71 At Newport as pilot. 
SEC3) 211 5.6.58 1808 19.5.57 At Geelong. 
SEC4 212 9.8.59 1915 14.459 At Geelong. 
SECS 213 9.8.59 1916 12.4.59 Scrapped 2.6.82. 
SEC6 214 9.8.59 1917 29.4.59 Scrapped 13.7.81. 


(PNM) 


When Roger Hill walked around the back of Koondrook station during the running of the Bendigo Centenary tour 
on 20-21 October 1962, he came across the remains of Sentinel Wagon Work’s Ltd of Shewsbury, England 
locomotive, namely Kerang and Koondrook Tramway “Super-Sentinel’. Builder’s No.7566. What happened to the 
remains? 
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VINTAGE 
F CLASS 


Above: SEC4 (F212) at North Melbourne on 21.3.59. (Douglas 
Colquhoun) 


Below: F201 and 215 on the turntable at South Dynon on 
Sun.20.2.83. (Ken Coram) 


15] 


Wagon FH: Further to Newsrail April 83, p.91 FH 
wagon, this wagon was converted from G16986 at 
Bendigo North and outshopped on 9.12.82. It was 
returned to Bendigo for minor adjustments and out- 
shopped on 23.2.83. FH1 was sighted at Benalla on 
24.4 on Down goods and at Wangaratta on 29.4 on 
Down goods, both occasions en route to Wodonga 
Coal Sidings. A number of GH wagons are also run- 
ning between North Geelong and Wodonga Coal Sid- 
ings loaded with superphosphate for Cresco Fertilisers. 
(DMG) 


Locos seen from Spencer St to Sunshine: A reader 
supplied a list of sightings he made whilst on the way to 
Sunshine. 

Spencer St: 

Y161 and van: eastbound 

T330: eastbound goods 

B82: light engine 

X34: 9.40 am Up South Geelong pass. 
1356: Melville, Avoca, Train of Knowledge 

South Kensington: 

T362: Down pilot to Newport Shops with 2 pass. cars 
and bogies. (First class car from Spirit and sleeper 
from Aurora. 

Sunshine: 

Y138: grain pilot from Tottenham yard to Sunshine 

grain silos 

Y109: pilot to ICI Deer Park and return 

B83: 12.30 pm Down Ballarat pass. 

B78: 11.45 am Up Ballarat pass. 

T344: 1.05 pm Down Bacchus Marsh pass. 

X44: Down standard gauge goods 

X34: 145 pm Down Bendigo pass. (second time 

today for X34) 

C505: Down Western line goods 

B64: 2.05 pm Down Bacchus Marsh pass. 
Tottenham Yards: 
Y113, 125, 138 (again), 142. 

H3, H4. 

North Melbourne: 

H1 and H2: coupled pair — hump arrival yards 
F201: hump trimmer 
7328: light engine 
1353: Down pass. 
H5: Down pass. (PJS) 

Ararat Depot: 

Sun.17.4: $301, T324, 332, 348, 357, 361, 364, 370, 
375, 379, 381, 386, 387, 391, W263, Y156, 157, 
159, 160. 

Sun.24.4: T324, 341, 344, 362, 373, 379, 387, 389, 
390, 391, 397, 399, 404, W263, YIS1, 157, 159, 
160. (PM) 


Rail tractor, RT15: This rail tractor, allocated to 
Ararat, has been repainted. On one side it has sten- 
cilled, ‘‘Not to be loose or hump shunted’’. (PM) 


Radio-equipped locos: As on Friday 25.3.83: 

H1-5. 

X31-54. 

B64, 65, 68, 69, 72, 74, 80-84, No more will be done 
until after rebuilding. 

Y101-175 Except for 164, 172-174. $301-313,315 
(S300 emerged from an overhaul on Fri.18.3, and 
was equipped with radio on Mon.28.3). 
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1347-412 except for 359, 398. (1326, the only first- 
series T class to be equipped with radio, is to have 
the radio unit removed.) 

C501-510. 

The L class locos are to be equipped, beginning either 
in the week before or the week after Easter. 


Royal rattler in training. (From Sun, Sat.26.3). The 
train that will take Prince Charles and Princess Diana 
to Ballarat next month had a test run yesterday — and 
arrived 65 minutes late. A VicRail spokesman said 
track repairs and a signal breakdown caused the delay 
in the 72 km run from Geelong. But he said there was 
‘no chance’’ that there would be delays during the 
royal couple’s trip. 

Mr David Watson, of VicRail country passenger ser- 
vices, said: ‘‘Today was just a test run because some of 
the equipment on the train hasn’t been used for years. 

“Ordinary trains took precedence over us today but 
it will be the opposite on April 15.” 

The royal blue-and-gold ‘‘state car’’ No. 4 was built 
in 1912. It seats 18 and sleeps six. 

It has been used on seven royal visits. 

The train’s crew were chosen from VicRail staff on 
the grounds of ‘‘senority and good reputation”, he 
said. 

Prince Charles and Princess Diana will spend 110 
minutes travelling to Ballarat. 

On the way, they will wave to locals at Melton, Bac- 
chus Marsh and Ballan from the train’s special obser- 
vation platform on the last carriage. 

The royal couple will spend two days in Ballarat and 
Bendigo on the last official engagement of their 
Australian tour. (PS) 


DRC43: Seen at Spencer St. on Wed.30.3 — DRC43, 
in new colours — grey roof, silver below ‘‘bottom of 
window” line, orange in between (with VR logo), 
orange ends. 


BRN sets: latest additions: 

Set N6 (16BN, 17BN, 18ACN) split and combined 
with new set N13 (37BRN, 38BRN, 39ACN) to give 
I6BN, 37BRN, 39ACN and 17BN, 38BRN, 
I8ACN. 

Set N5 (13BN, 14BN, 15ACN) split and combined 
with new set N14 (40BRN, 41BRN, 42ACN) to give 
13BN, 40BRN, ISACN and 14BN, 41BRN, 
42ACN. Car 40BRN is facing the opposite way to all 
of the other cars. 

Set N4 (1OBN, 11BN, 12ACN) has now gone to 
Newport to be combined with set N15 (43BRN, 
44BRN, 45ACN) as these new cars become availa- 
ble. 

Sets Nl, N2 and N3 will follow shortly, presumably 
combining as N3 and N16, N2 and N17 and N1 and 
N18. 


B class rebuilds: The following locos have been sent 
to Clyde Engineering, Rosewater, SA: 

B73 — sent back on Fri.26.3.82. 

B71 — from Tailem Bend to Adelaide on Fri.28.1.83. 
B77 — from Tailem Bend to Adelaide on Fri.1 1.2.83, 


Orange S and Z cars: 1BS, 2BS, 3BS, 2AZ, SAZ, 6BZ 
and 33CE. 


Orange VBPY parcels vans: 11, 27, 37, 41, 52, 54, 
66, 68, 74, 81, 90, 91, 112, 113, 114, 115. 
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Works 


Box Hill Transport Centre: Part of the centre was due 
to commence regular train services as from 2.4. 
VicRail has issued a circular to all intending passengers 
nforming them that as from this date all Melbourne 
trains will depart from the new lower platform. The 
Lilydale and Belgrave platform will remain in operation 
on the higher level for at least four weeks following 
this alteration and will then be relocated in the cutting. 
Once all trains have been placed in the cutting the rail- 
way station and shops on the south side of Main St will 
be demclished and further excavation work will com- 
plete the rail cutting in this, the first stage of the pro- 
ject. Plans for a new modern shopping centre near the 
site will be released soon. 


Werribee electrification works: The following report 
has been forwarded by a reader from observations 
made in mid April. 
1. Electrification: 
Paisley sidings to BP siding, no wire strung in this 
section. Laverton, Princes Hwy overpass. Contact 
wire suspended by baling wire beneath bridge, 
apparently special length droppers required. Passing 
loop not wired at this time. 
2. Werribee Station pedestrian underpass: 
Last of concrete bridge sections lifted from pouring 
site in station yard and installed. The Shire Council 
is now building a similar job on the south side over 
_ the top of the VR’s construction. New station loop 
_ laid except over underpass. Train trip gear installed 
at most locations. Bonding attachments bolted on 
most overhead masts though not to rails and new 
stle bond box at signals. 
Recent weekend works at Werribee station saw plat- 
form edging being placed over the pedestrian subway. 
However on 22.4. a BPL scraped it so work had to be 
redone. (FK) 


Hurstbridge line works: Work started with the 
rebuilding of the Banksia St (Heidelberg) road over- 
bridge in March and also a pedestrian cross-over 
opposite Davies St, Rosanna into Rosanna parklands. 
More recently, the rails on the Up side of Ivanhoe sta- 
tion were replaced. Also drainage improvements have 
been made on the Up side of Macleod along with 
general sleeper replacement between there and 
Rosanna. Currently, utilising the periods of total 
occupation of a night, two projects are in progress. One 
is ballast cleaning and track alignment between Mac- 
leod and Rosanna. On the evening of 28.4.83 the 
Plasser equipment was active on the Up line. It is 
stabled at Heidelberg during the day. The other project 
is major civil works adjacent to the single line section 
between Heidelberg and Rosanna. The line passes over 
Burgundy St (Heidelberg) on a single track bridge, 
along a high embankment into a cutting leading to a 
single track tunnel under Darebin and Hawdon Sts. 
From the tunnel exit the line continues in a cutting 
‘under the Brown St wooden bridge, across another 
embankment to where the line duplicates on the Up 
side of Rosanna. At the moment work is progressing 
on widening the cuttings and, using the spoil obtained, 
the embankments to a width to suit two lines. (I have 
‘no idea of how far this project will proceed ie. whether 
A a with the civil works or continues with rail lay- 
‘ing. 
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The work in the area does not stop there. In the 
immediate future the Ruthven St (Macleod) level- 
crossing will be repaired and the Upper Heidelberg Rd 
(Ivanhoe) overbridge also rebuilt. Finally, between 
Alphington and Heidelberg there are sleepers beside 
the line to enable considerable sleeper replacement to 
take place. (PJS) 


More car parks: The train traveller who elects to drive 
to the station is being treated to new station car parks at 
Ruthven, Keon Park and Epping. The car parks have 
been enlarged and bitumen placed over the area with 
bright floodlights illuminating the entire park. 


Reconstruction of the Pakenham St crossing in Echuca on 
11.5.83. (Riverine Herald) 
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Delays, Derailments, etc. 


Lack of water delays the Southern Aurora: On 
Fri.11.3, X46 was the motive power for the 2000 
Down Southern Aurora which consisted of 9 sleepers, 
the usual ancilliary cars and the 2 motorail wagons. In 
all 15 vehicles for 681 tonnes. Owing to water problems 
in the dining car, RMS2359, departure was delayed 
whilst the fitters tried to remedy it. Although the tanks 
had water in them it was not coming through the taps. 
Departure was eventually made at 2027 with the 
problem still not solved. The reason for allowing the 
departure was to make room for the arrival of the 
Daylight. A stop was made at Sunshine to pick up a 
passenger from the very late running 17 00 Up Ben- 
digo pass. This also gave an opportunity to get some 
hot water for the dining car. The station master quickly 
brought two buckets of hot water to the car as he had 
been forewarned of the problem by Control. Departure 
from Sunshine was made at 2105 and an Albury 
arrival at 00 45, one hour late. 

Because of the lack of water in the dining car the 
NSW staff were forced to serve from the Club Car ona 
take away basis only, with toast, biscuits, tea or coffee. 
Dining car RMS2359 was taken off the train at Sydney 
and replaced with Railways of Australia car DF935 
which continued to run until Fri.18.3 when the normal 
RMS returned. The spare dining car, RMS2360, was in 
the workshops in Sydney having new urns installed 
ey pase was on the other Southern Aurora. 

GC 


Catering dispute delays Daylight: On Fri.11.3, the 
09 00 Down Daylight departed 14 minutes late owing 
to an industrial dispute among the catering staff. The 
ev eventually left with no catering staff on board. 
GC) 


Fallen tree causes disruption: On Tues.12.4, a tree 
fell on the overhead near South Yarra blocking both 
tracks of the Sandringham line. The Down line was 
available at about 1715 whilst the Up line was not 
placed into service until 18 20. This incident caused 
massive disruption to services on most suburban lines 
as crews were out of position. A bus service was 
quickly arranged from Caulfield to Elsternwick and 
train shuttle service from there to Sandringham. 
Shortly after trains commenced to run again the over- 
head gave more problems because of incorrect tension 
and trains were again replaced with buses at 19 00. 
Normal service did not resume until next morning. 


Hurstbridge fire: In the early hours of Sun.10.4 a fire, 
believed to have been deliberately lit, caused severe 
damage to suburban trains stabled at Hurstbridge. The 
fire damaged 472M (a double ended car), the train due 
to commence operations as the first service at 07 27, 
destroyed 315M, the centre motor in the train 
scheduled to form the 05 39 service on Monday morn- 
ing and scorched 144M again the centre motor in the 
06 44 train on Monday. The station building received 
some external damage but the local fire brigade was 
able to prevent it from being extensively damaged. 
Loco T394 cleared 316M and trailer 8T to Jolimont 
Workshops at 11 00 and parcels coach ICM left for 
Jolimont Workshops towing Tait car 472M at 15 00. 
Motor car 315M, a Comeng, was regarded as a total 
loss and was placed by road cranes into a nearby pad- 
dock for scrapping. 
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BPL problems: During the week 10.4 to 16.4, shun 
ters executing the VR standard delicate shunt at th 
Spencer St passenger yard excelled themselves in send 
ing 2 more BPLs to the scrapheap. On the mornin, 
Tues.12.4, 65BPL, on the east end of a line of car 
against the buffers in 6 road in the carriage shed, ha 
its gents’ end crushed in about a yard when the yar 
pilot pushed a train of cars into it. 65BPLs underframe 
which was rusted almost through under the toilet side 
broke on that side and concertinered on the other. O1 
Sat.16.4 the shunters successfully reproduced th 
manoeuvre. 84BPL, on the end of a train of cars bein: 
propelled into 9 road in the shed, had its ladies’ en 
shortened by about a foot when it hit 23BW on a line o 
cars hard against the buffers. (III) 


Warragul mishap: On Thurs.7.4, a contractor wh« 
had permission to clear released sleepers from the U] 
track between Warragul and Drouin, was driving hi 
tractor and trailer loaded with sleepers across thé 
Down track between Lardner’s Track and Drouin at ; 
position where the 2 tracks are at approximately the 
same level, when the tractor wheels became jammed ir 
the rails of the Down track. He was unable to free the 
wheels before No.8415 Down Warragul pass. bor 
down travelling at high speed. The contractor jumpec 
clear before the tractor was demolished (cut in half) by 
the train. Damage to the loco was reported to be ir 
excess of $1,000, and the tractor was of course, a com 
plete wipe off. The train was able to continue to War 
ragul after a delay. (CR) 


Bacchus Marsh troubles: On Fri.22.4, No.9130 the 
00 02 Up Jet came to grief whilst passing through Bac 
chus Marsh platform. Due to the auto staff exchangs 
apparatus being out of order on C504 the train wa: 
routed via the platform road and it was here that 6 rea! 
vehicles of the train jumped the Down end points anc 
were dragged until they left the train at the Up end o! 
the platform. The following train was the Up Overlani 
which terminated at Bank Box loop at 09 20 and the 
locos ran around the train and returned to Warrenhei 
and ran via Geelong. The 06 45 Up Ballarat pass. ter. 
minated at Ballan and buses used to convey passenger: 
to Melbourne. The 08 55 Down Ballarat pass. also rar 
via Geelong as did all Ballarat and Horsham line trains 
until about 17 00 that afternoon when No.3 road was 
clear and trains ran around the derailment site by this 
route at Bacchus Marsh. Local Bacchus Marsh trains 
terminated at Parwan and buses ran between there anc 
the Marsh until the line was reopened. 

However fate had not yet finished with Bacchus 
Marsh and on the following Monday (Anzac Day) 
wagon KR312 was derailed in the yard blocking No.1 
and No.2 road. The wagon, loaded with rails from 
Horsham to Cobram, was in a freight train being 
hauled by C503 and C504. Passenger trains were agair 
affected until the wagon was rerailed at 19 40. 


Why not subscribe and have Newsrail 
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Box 5177AA, G.P.O. Melbourne, 3001 


NEWSRAIL 


ite page). 


Two views of 315M at Jolimont after being burnt out at Hurstbridge on Sun.10.4.83. (See oppos 


(Ken Williams) 
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Melbourne’s new trams getting closer: In September 
1983, the first of 20 new ‘‘A”’ class trams will be 
delivered. The new trams are similar to the present 
orange trams, but have a less pointy snout and an extra 
side door. They will be green and gold, and have a rov- 
ing conductor, allowing boarding and alighting through 
all doors, unlike their orange predecessors. Their route 
numbers will be incorporated in the destination sign. 
In November the first prototype articulated light rail 
vehicles will be delivered. They will be capable of seat- 
ing 74 to anormal tram’s capacity of 42 seats. The so- 
called LRVs will measure 23.5 metres, while normal 
trams measure 15 metres. The RVs will be connected 
to their power supply by pantogiaphs, instead of trolley 
poles. They are expected to be used first on the East 
Burwood and Bundoora extension lines. (Age) 


Tours by Supertrain Promotions: Once again the 

organisation has supplied a list of recent tours which 

represent interesting reading because of their novelty 
and interesting destinations. 

On Sat.22.1, SP took Caulfield Cricket Club from 
Caulfield to Warragul departing at 7.25 after 35 
minutes loading time, arriving at Warragul at 8.42, 
departing at 10.40 and returning to Caulfield 11.53 
pm with a consist of BCPL11, 3AWs, CW. 

Fri.4.3, saw Mitcham Football Club use the same con- 
sist and board at Mitcham at 7.31 after the train had 
been loaded with equipment and supplies from over 
the fence on the Ringwood siding and departing 
7.25. The train ran to Gisborne arriving at 9.22 pm 
and departing at 10.50 for return to Mitcham at 
12.19 and Ringwood at 12.35 am. 


Fri.18.3, the consist was BCPL11, 2 AWs, and AN’s 
CD van for a trip from Spencer St to Seymour. After 
docking at Spencer St at 6.35 pm it departed with 
equipment and supplies at 7.05 for a passenger pick 
up at Essendon at 7.20 to arrive in Seymour at 8.40. 
After departing Seymour at 10.15 pm there was 
quite a delay at Craigeburn when it was found that 
the signalman had forgotten about the special and 
gone home, leaving the signal against the train. 
After a 25 minute delay while safety proceedure was 
carried out we returned to Essendon at around mid- 
night and Spencer St at 12.15 am. 

Heidelberg station saw much activity as a special train 
loaded on the goods siding from 7.00 pm to 7.30 pm 
on Sat.26.3 and then departed via the Up platform 
with passengers from St Mary’s Greensborough 
Junior Football Club bound for Bacchus Marsh. We 
arrived there at 8.52 and departed at 10.25 after the 
usual welcome meal returning to Heidelberg at 11.42 
pm (CV7, 2 AW, CVI). 

A first for SP was a trip from Reservoir to Bacchus 
Marsh on Sat.16.4 for Reservoir RSL Golf Club. 
With the consist of BCPL11, AW, BE, AW, CV1, 
the train loaded at Spencer St from 7.15 to 7.40 pm 
and departed with a jazz band as well as the usual 
disco to arrive Reservoir at 8.15 and after running 
round and boarding passengers headed off for Bac- 
chus Marsh at 8.30 arriving in there at 9.50 and 
departing at 11.20 returning to Reservoir some- 
where around 1.00 am. This whole timetable was 
actually about half an hour later than scheduled due 
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to the Traralgon train being late and tieing up the 
platform before the special train could use it. 

Fri.29.4, was a big charity trip for Multiple Sclerosis. I 
raised over $1,000 on this trip. After learning of the 
‘‘disablement”? of BCPL11 which has a ‘‘crackec 
channel’’ the week before a quick face lift on CV) 
was done which is the alternative dance van and rar 
with a consist of CV1, AE, AW, AW, CW. Afte 
loading at Caulfield for half an hour departure was a 
7.45 and picked up passengers at Oakleigh and Dan 
dening arriving at Warragul at around 9.15 with 
much music from the disco and jazz band. After thi 
3 course meal departed at 11.00 with stops at Dan 
denong and Oakleigh arrived back at Caulfield a 
12.30. 


The breakdown of BCPL11 is rather a bombshell of SI 
but it intends to make the most of CV1 in the mean 
time until the future of BCPL11 is decided. This car 
riage (CV1) was built at Newport in 1898 and is still ir 
regular service on short country runs as well as bein; 
used for a lot of specials. Imagine the history it ha 
seen in its years, little would all the guards who hav 
travelled in it over the years have imagined it being ful 
of happy dancing people and loud music. Being a I( 
ton capacity it doesn’t seem to mind this sort o 
activity. (JP) 


New electric locos for NSW: The first of 50 nev 
electric locomotives being built by Comeng for the 
State Rail Authority to streamline coal haulage in NSW 
was handed over on 18.2 to the Minister for Transport 
Mr Peter Cox. The handing over ceremony took place 
at the Comeng plant, at Granville, NSW. The new ‘8 
class’ mainline electric locomotive is part of an $8( 
million contract for the fifty new locos which will hel 
put NSW ahead in the race for the rich Japanese coa 
markets. The new locomotives will be used on the 
electrified railway network presently linking Sydney) 
with Lithgow and shortly with Newcastle anc 
Wollongong. With an output of more than 270( 
kilowatts, they will be the most powerful locomotive: 
in Australia with the main benefits being increasec 
haulage capacity, less servicing and maintenanc 
requirements and airconditioned crew comfort. 


More XPT trains: Another major contract awarded tc 
Comeng is for 20 new XPT rail units. These new higt 
speed trains will augment the 30 XPT rail units (the 
equivalent of four trains) which have already beer 
delivered to the SRA. 


Murray parlor car: Further to reader’s query, Newsra 
March issue, Murray is not off the rails somewhere i1 
South Australia. After use as a driver’s instructior 
room on the ground adjacent to the North Melbourn 
Locomotive Depot it was demolished on site in thi 
early 1960s just prior to sister car, Yarra being restore 
to service by the ARHS Victorian Division. The onl 
official remains of Murray is a lead-light window whicl 
holds pride and place inside the North Melbourn 
Workshops. South Australian Railways also have | 
Commissioners’ car named Murray in which th 
famed American General Douglass McArthur tra 
velled from Adelaide to Melbourne in at the height o 
World War 2. It is still in service. (POT) 
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HUMAN CURIOSITY 

| ‘Curiosity being what it is, any place with a name like 
Suggan Buggan deserves a visit...’ wrote the late 
Claude Einsiedel in the August 1971 Divisional Diary 
as the opening lines to the report of the Society tour to 
Katamatite. He continued by stating that Suggan Bug- 
gan had no railway but that Katamatite was a railway 
destination with an equally intriguing name. Since then 
I have been fired with a burning ambition to visit Sug- 
gan Buggan, necessarily by road. 

Having a few days spare at the end of my 1982-83 
Christmas holidays, I set off by car on a round trip to 
Suggan Buggan via Mt Kosciusko and various roads 
which are not open in winter (my usual time for visit- 
ing the region). Although not primarily a railway holi- 
day, the route parallelled a variety of open and closed 
lines. 
~ Departing Melbourne at 09 15 on Fri.28.1, we pro- 
ceeded via the Hume Highway and saw en route the 
12 35 Albury - Spencer St passenger, with an aircondi- 
tioned BE as car D, and a southbound standard-gauge 
goods with a 422- class loco. Both trains were a far cry 
from the days when Heavy Harry pounded the metals. 
From Wodonga we turned towards Corryong, and 
followed the former Cudgewa line, now fairly over- 
grown. There was evidence of the preserved 
rollingstock for the Tallangatta and District railway 
project, including the 280 railcar parked in the middle 
of nowhere just past the long bridge over Sandy Creek. 
From the road one could appreciate the spectacular 
nature of the railway, with the three levels of the major 
climb just after Bullioh being visible almost 


simultaneously. The day was completed by traversing 
the Khancoban - Cabramurra road (closed in winter), 
visiting Cabramurra (Australia’s highest town), 
Adaminaby and terminating at Jindabyne. 

Saturday was spent driving to Charlotte Pass, hiking 
to and from Mt Kosciusko summit, and returning via 
various ski resorts and roads. 

Sunday was THE day. The road from Jindabyne to 
Buchan (the Barry Way) was completed in the early 
1960s, and follows the Snowy River valley for much of 
the way, with some really spectacular views. However, 
the prominent names on the map are not only not 
towns, they are not even hamlets: they are just 
nameboards. Suggan Buggan itself had two parts: the 
river and the schoolhouse. I could not see where any 
students for the school could have lived. We also took 
a side.trip onto the even more spectacular road down 
the Snowy River gorge to McKillop’s Bridge: single- 
lane with passing bays. South of the side trip, the Vic- 
torian settlements were larger: Wulgulmerang had a 
roadhouse, Gelantipy had more than one building; but 
W Tree was just a nameboard. At Buchan we reentered 
familiar territory, and proceeded across the Orbost line 
to Lakes Entrance, then via Bairnsdale, Maffra and 
Heyfield to Licola. 

Monday’s journey via Mt Skene and Eildon was 
spectacular enough, but something of an anticlimax. 
The day concluded tracing the remains of the Alex- 
andra branch and the Mansfield line, and then watch- 
ing the evening parade of passenger trains at Seymour, 
including a special set on the midday up Albury pass.: 
X42-14CW-14AS- Murray-1BG-34BE-40BW. (RBS) 


The only building at Suggan Buggan, Sun.30.1.83. (Roderick B Smith) 
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR 


The question we chose for the November issue — or 

rather the answer — has prompted Mr David Langley 
to write his views on the subject. His interesting letter 
is reproduced here. 
Dear Sir, It is with dismay that I read the answer to 
the November monthly question asking how many 
types of safe working systems there are in Victoria. I 
don’t know who provided the answer but he supplied a 
largely misleading answer listing nearly all the correct 
answers but also including some wrong answers. This 
unfortunately will become very misleading to the 
future railfan if this sort of information is allowed to go 
uncorrected. 


The safe working systems in use in Victoria are: 
(a) Ordinary train staff (with or without tickets) 
(b) Electric staff 

(c) Lever locking and track control 

(d) Automatic and track control 

(e) Double line block telegraph 

(f) Automatic signalling 


Centralised traffic control is mistakenly referred to 
as a safe working system and the VR refer to it as such 
but for other reasons. CTC is merely, as the name sug- 
gests, a method of controlling a number of ‘‘interlock- 
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. 
ings” from a remote location. Examples are the stan 
dard gauge line controlled from Melbourne, Bank Bo> 
Loop controlled from Bacchus Marsh and Hernes Oak 
controlled from Morwell. In all cases the safe working 
system is Automatic and Track Control between the 
“‘interlockings’’. 

Line clear report, Proceed order, Pilot working aré 
all forms of emergency working to be used when the 
basic safe working system gets out of step, e.g. Proceec 
order working used when the Electric staff instrument: 
have failed and pilot working has yet to be instituted 

Composite staff and Automatic electric staff are jus 
variations of staff working. Automatic electric staf 
(large or miniature instruments can be used) is electric 
staff working does not require a signalman at the 
remote end, e.g. South Kensington (for Footscray 
goods line), Gheringhap - Maroona (worked by trair 
crews) and previously used between Korong Vale anc 
Quambatook over a number of sections where it wa: 
automatic in one direction. All these systems however. 
were worked under the rules for electric staff 
Surprisingly your answer did not refer to Divided staf! 
(North Bendigo - Elmore for Bendigo Racecourse) 
where the electric staff system on the long section is 
converted into two temporary staff and ticket sections 
Even though this is not a separate safe working system 
it would be closer to one than automatic electric staff 


A Tait train rolls around the viaduct over the Spencer St - Flinders St intersection in the 1920s. Note the siding 
at the base of the viaduct into the old market. (Archives) 
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Hoping that this sets the record straight on the sub- 
fect and any person interested in all aspects of signall- 
ing and safe working can be catered for by joining the 
signalling Record Society (Victoria). Write to me c/o 
seymour Railway Station or Crichton St, Avenel, 
3664, 


| 
PHOTOGRAPHS FOR NEWSRAIL 
| We endeavour to reproduce all photos in Newsrailat 


heir original size, as this enables lower production 
rosts. If you are making prints especially for Newsrail, 
hen you can determine a suitable size by measuring 
jirectly from any issue of the magazine. The best for- 
mats are: two column width, two column width with a 
dled to one side (allow 5 mm surplus for bleeds). 
With these widths any height is suitable. Other formats 
ran also be accommodated. Unless a photograph has 
lefinite aesthetic merit, a smaller size is preferred. 
Remember that most photos can be cropped exten- 
sively and still show the important features. 


| The ideal prints are black and white on gloss paper 
(they need not be glazed), with a good tonal range, i.e. 
varying from white to black through several shades. 
Most prints darken through printing and dark originals 
are unsuitable. Black and white prints can be made 
‘rom colour prints provided the original is sharp, 
oreferably on smooth paper, silk finish gives fuzzy 
results. 

| We have no requirements for colour slides, black 
and white or colour negatives. 
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RAILWAY QUIZ 


Answer to last month’s question: Construction of the 
standard gauge line from Melbourne to Albury com- 
menced on 4th November, 1957. 


This month’s question: When was the first railmotor 
car placed in service? 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 
For details on how to place your advertisement and charges 
see p. 131. 


WANTED TO SELL 


Express Mail Order: Model Railway Equipment in H and 
HO/OO — British — American — European and Australian 
prototype. Brands in stock include Peco, Rivarossi, Round- 
house, Lima, Roco, Ratio, Superquick Minitrix, Merten, Merit. 
Aids to construction include Romford HO/OO locomotive 
wheels, axles, gear sets, crankpins, etc. Sentinel HO loco- 
motives and rollingstock fittings and wheels. Sundries 
include small BA brass screws and nuts, hand taps, drills, 
styrene sheet, etc. Also in stock Peco & Peco narrow gauge 
009/HOe. Same day service. Please advise if N, HO/OO or 
009/HOe lists required. Please print your name and 
address. P.J.P. Productions, 20 Daly Street, Gisborne, 
Victoria, 3437. 


The Australian Railway Photographer pre-publication 
preview offer. A full colour poster 425 x 600 mm featuring 
ex TGR steam loco CCS23 and train at Devenport, Tas- 
mania. Full price $4 posted direct. Payment to: Photorail 
Publications, P.O. Box 4, Mowbray 7250, Tasmania. 


If YOU are interested in Railways why not join the 
AUSTRALIAN RAILWAY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
Victorian Division 


Write to the MEMBERSHIP OFFICER 
BOX 5177AA, GPO, MELBOURNE 3001 


BRANCH LINE I 
CITT - i FY Prema 
YOUR COMPLETE MODEL RAILWAY 1 
HOBBY CENTRE | 

| 

1 

| 


498 Dorset Road, Croydon, Vic. 3136 
Phone: (03) 723 1211 
OPENS: 10 am MON.-FRI. — 9 am SAT. 
CLOSES: 6 pm MON.-THURS. — 9 — FRI. — 1 pm SAT. 


b | 
TRAIN WORLD | 


624 Hawthorn Road, East Brighton 3187. 596 6342. l 
OPEN: MON.-SAT. 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and late (9 p.m.) Fridays I 
Magazines/Books: Australian, USA, UK — Direct Importers. 1 
Model Trains from U.S.A/U.K. Good range always in stock. I 
| New and used models. Bankcard welcome. 1 


| HOBBYCRAFT | 
| for Model Railways 1 
“N” GAUGE A SPECIALTY 
| I 
| | 


1351 Burke Road, East Kew 3102 
Phone: (03) 80 3241 
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RECORDS ¥ 
$3.00 each 


VIEJO 
HEART 


OUvanIre 


35 TODD STREET 


PO.BOX 1013 


ALICE SPRINGS 5750 


TELEPHONE (089 
T - SHIRTS 


White or Cream 
$6.95 plus $1.50 ait 


AUST. NATIONAL OR 
GHAN CUFF LINKS 
AUST. NATIONAL OR 
GHAN LEATHER KEY 
RINGS $4.00 
N.S.U. CLUTCH PIN 


BADGE 18mm_ N.S.U. LOGO silver" “plated “A 
BUTTER KNIFE, CAKE FORK, 


$1.95 
OR SPOON 


STEAM IN SOUTH WALES 
Volume 3 Main line and the 


y3SSb3IJ + 
Y = 


JB 


POWER OF CLASS 56's 
Jan Vaughan and C. J. by Richard D Foster 


Oners 


a0) 


cLue 


) 523128 = 


Please add Packing and 
Posting charge of $1.50 per 


order 
sass 
aes 
fia 


I 
scr LOCOMOTIVES OF 
AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL 


RONALD E. FLUCK 


ACHI RIC 
RarLway 


—— 


SERVING TRAY. 


AUST. NATIONAL 
HATS $4.95 


4 


LEATHER 


rh a AN 
TRANS AUST. RAILWAY — <7 


385x4 


S22 


LNWR SIGNALLING $25.95 


$2.95 


Dody by Michael Hale $15.95 Marsden $15.95 


Power Series 


The Power of the 
CLASS 56’s 


STEAM 


SOU THEW ALES, 


CASSETTES 
Train Theme 


BOX CAR WILLIE 20 GREAT 
HITS Vol | $10.50 


HANK SNOW SINGS 


GRAND OLE OPPRY 
FAVOURITES $10.50 
I'VE GOT A THING ABOUT 
TRAINS, Johhny 
Ashcroft 


$10.50 


HAIL CAR HERE - sounds of 
trams in Adelaide 

NARROW GAUGE Vol.lIl - 
features locos on the Peter- 
bourgh division of the SAR 
MUSEUM PIECES THIR- 
MERE N.S.W. - engines 3214 
and 5910 

K190 IN SOUTH AUSTRALIA 
- on tour May 1981 


L.N.W.R. 
SIGNALLING 
—e 


=e 


aoe 


“THE GHAN’y DRINK >< 
$10.00 
\ 


STUBBIE 
<COOLER,N.S.U.LOCO $8.95 


Ei A 


BAG 
45mm 


RAILWAY 
» STAMPS 


PASMANIA 


CASSETTES 
Train Sounds 
ALL $7.50 


SENTIMENTAL SOUNDS OF 
STEAM - sounds of steam in 
S.A., 520B 

BROAD GAUGE BEAT & 
SAYONARA MIKADO 205 
STEAM IN SOUTH 
AUSTRALIA CS6 

STEAM SOUNDS FROM 
SOUTH AUSTRALIA - C38 
visit to S.A. and Pirinari- 
Whyalla 

STEAM SOUNDS FROM 
SOUTH AUSTRALIA, 4 - 
more steam in S.A. and RX 
class veterans in S.A. 


approvals 


DAVID BURKE. 


TRAINS ON STAMPS 
Build a railway stamp collec- 
tion - send for no obligation 


Printed by Magenta Press Pty. Ltd. 


BOOKS 


LOCOMOTIVES OF 
AUSTRALIAN, NATIONAL 
Mainland $5.95 
Line drawings and details of 
all classes in service with A.N. 


SOUTH AUSTRALIAN 

DIESEL PICTORIAL $5.95 
80 'pages covering over 30 
years of dieselisation in S.A. 


PICHI RICHI RAILWAY $5.00 
The first 100 years 


THE ML2 STORY $16.95 
History of the V.R. B class 
locomotive 


THE BROAD WAY TO 
PORT PIRIE 
1932 to 1982 


GREAT RAILWAY JOURNEYS 
OF THE WORLD $18.95 
Illustrated from the TV series 
of the same title 


ON SHED AT 

MILE END $3.50 
Details the history of exhibits 
at Mile End Railway Museum 


$4.95 


RAILS TO THE 

TOP END $4.50 
The Adelaide to Darwin 
Railway 

AUSTRALIAN NAME 
TRAINS $4.95 


Famous trains of the 70's 


THE RAILWAY STAMPS OF 
MAINLAND 

AUSTRALIA $10.00 
History and uses of railway 
revenue stamps 


THE REVENUE AND 
RAILWAY STAMPS OF 
TASMANIA $5.00 
History and uses of railway 
and other stamps used in 
Tasmania 


RAILWAY STATIONS OF 
AUSTRALIA $19.95 
Nostalgic record of historic 
railway buildings 


GREAT STEAM TRAINS 
OF AUSTRALIA $19.95 
Story of the steam express era 


ERIC TREACY 

Railway Photographer $29.95 
Finest photographs of railway 
subjects in the British Isles 


THE CALL OF STEAM 

by Robert Adley $21.95 
The dying days of steam 
locomotion on British Rail 


“700” $3.90 
Historical commentary on 
Mikado and Berkshire 


locomotives of the former 
South Australian Railways 


“600” $4.50 
The 4.8.2 and 4.8.4 
locomotives of the South 


Australian Railways 


35 YEARS OF MAINLINE. 
DIESELTRACTIONS $15.95 
Colin Marsden 


THE 
RAILWAY 


STAMPS 


MaINUEND 
AUSTRALIA 


RAILWAY STATIONS 
OF AUSTRALIA 


ERIC TREACY 


RAILWAY PHOTOGRAPHER 


35 YE ARS 


M: ‘AIN LINE DIESEL 
TRACTION 
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